
Financial Edge: 10 for 10 – A Decade-Long Playbook for a Shifting World (Part 2) 

MICHAEL: 
“Disclosure: The opinions voiced in this show Financial Edge are for general information only and are not 
intended to provide specific advice or recommendations for any individual. To determine which 
investment(s) may be appropriate for you, consult with your attorney, accountant, and financial advisor 
or tax advisor prior to investing. Securities offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC. 
Investment advice offered through NewEdge Advisors, LLC dba Silver Edge Financial Group, a registered 
investment advisor and separate entity from LPL Financial.” 

Good morning, South Florida, and welcome to Financial Edge with Silver Edge Financial Group—your 
Sunday morning powwow where we slice through the financial fog with razor-sharp ideas and battle-
tested strategies. I’m Michael Bass, financial advisor at Silver Edge, and across the table is Howard Silver, 
our founder and the guy who’s wrestled more market bulls and bears than a rodeo champ. Howard, 
always a blast to kick off the day with you.  

HOWARD: 
Morning, Michael, and hello to our listeners tuning in from the sun-soaked streets of Delray, the breezy 
balconies of Boca Raton, or the palm-lined avenues of Palm Beach—maybe with a newspaper in one 
hand and a mimosa in the other, I won’t judge. Last week, we launched our 10 for 10 series—10 
investment themes to steer you through the next decade. If you missed it, don’t sweat it—head to 
www.silveredgefg.com and catch the replay. It’s like a treasure map with better narration.  

MICHAEL: 
And today, we’re dropping the back five—big, bold shifts that could make or break your financial future. 
Ageing populations are turning economics upside down, nuclear energy’s roaring back, India’s charging 
onto the global stage, automation’s rewriting the rules of work, and electrification’s lighting up 
everything else. These aren’t just trends; they’re tectonic plates crashing together, and the cracks are 
where the opportunities hide.  

HOWARD: 
You’re preaching to the choir, Michael. The last decade was like a lazy river ride—toss your money in an 
S&P 500 ETF, float along, and cash the checks. The winners won’t just drift; they’ll paddle hard with a 
plan. Where do we dive in?  

MICHAEL: 
Let’s kick things off with ageing demographics—the silver tsunami. The world’s population is getting 
older at a rapid clip. Howard, how significant is this shift we’re looking at over the next decade?  

HOWARD: 
It’s profound, Michael—a fundamental change that’s been gaining momentum for decades and is now 
hitting full force. The United Nations has tracked this closely: by 2030, one in six people globally will be 
over 65, compared to one in 11 in 2019. In the U.S., the Social Security system is bracing for impact—
projections show its trust fund could be depleted by 2035 without major reforms. Overseas, Japan’s rural 
regions are skewing toward an average age of 70 in some areas; Italy’s pension rolls are outpacing its 
workforce. This isn’t a minor adjustment—it’s a global reordering of economic priorities.  
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MICHAEL: 
That paints a clear picture—the working-age population is shrinking while retirees are growing. Where 
does all that money start flowing as this demographic wave rolls in?  

HOWARD: 
It flows directly into what I’d call the silver economy, Michael—a vast network of industries poised to 
capitalize on this shift. Healthcare takes the lead by a wide margin—spending accelerates dramatically 
after age 60. According to the American Medical Association, costs for heart disease surge by 2,400% in 
older adults, driven by treatments like surgeries and long-term medication regimens. I spoke with a 
physician friend recently who runs a practice in South Florida; he mentioned that his patient load has 
shifted heavily toward seniors over the past decade, with demand for specialized care doubling in that 
time.  

MICHAEL: 
That’s a substantial increase—healthcare providers must be seeing a steady rise in demand. What other 
sectors are stepping up to meet this growing need?  

HOWARD: 
Absolutely, it’s a broad ecosystem responding to this trend. Senior housing is a major player—real estate 
investment trusts focused on assisted living and retirement communities are expanding rapidly, 
particularly in regions with high retiree populations like Florida and the Sunbelt. There’s also a significant 
push toward home healthcare services—many prefer to stay in their own homes rather than relocate.  

MICHAEL: 
That’s an interesting angle—technology seems like a critical piece here. How’s that shaping up in this 
space?  

HOWARD: 
It’s transformative. Medical technology is advancing to meet these needs—think robotic-assisted 
surgeries that improve outcomes for joint replacements or cardiovascular procedures, and wearable 
devices that monitor vital signs in real time, alerting doctors to issues before they escalate. Research 
from industry groups shows investment in health tech has grown by double digits annually since 2015, 
with a focus on innovations that extend quality of life. It’s a field that’s drawing significant capital and 
could redefine longevity over the next decade.  

MICHAEL: 
That’s a game-changer—technology keeping people healthier longer. Retirees are also spending on 
lifestyle—what’s happening there?  

HOWARD: 
They certainly are, Michael. The leisure sector is seeing a notable uptick—cruise lines and travel 
operators are tailoring offerings for retirees, capitalizing on their desire for experiences after years of 
work. Data from the travel industry indicates that senior travel spending has risen by 20% since 2010, 
with group tours and multigenerational trips gaining traction. Financial services are another key area—
demand for retirement planning tools, income-generating investments, and estate management is 
surging. One recently asked about structuring his assets to fund his grandchildren’s education—20 years 
from now.  



MICHAEL: 
It’s a shift that touches every corner of the economy—healthcare, housing, tech, travel, and wealth 
management. For our listeners, if this demographic shift has you thinking about your own financial 
roadmap—whether you’re nearing retirement or planning decades ahead—give us a call at 561-300-
0090 for a complimentary portfolio review. Next up, Howard—uranium and the resurgence of nuclear 
energy. What’s driving this revival?  

HOWARD: 
It’s a confluence of urgent needs, Michael—energy demand, climate goals, and security concerns are all 
colliding to bring nuclear power back into focus. The world’s grappling with a growing appetite for 
electricity that’s clean and reliable. Nuclear power offers a consistent, low-emission alternative, and 
governments are recognizing it as a critical piece of the puzzle to meet ambitious targets over the next 
decade and beyond.  

MICHAEL: 
Nuclear took a hit after incidents like Fukushima in 2011—plants shut down, public sentiment soured, 
and investment stalled. What’s changed to turn the tide now?  

HOWARD: 
The shift stems from a hard dose of reality, Michael. Energy grids are under unprecedented strain—look 
at California’s rolling blackouts in 2020, driven by heatwaves and inadequate supply, or Texas in 2021, 
when a deep freeze knocked out power for millions. Globally, the push for net-zero carbon emissions by 
2050 has forced a rethink. Nuclear’s track record proves it can deliver—France, for instance, generates 
over 70% of its electricity from nuclear, keeping costs low and emissions minimal. Meanwhile, China’s 
planning to build 30 new reactors by 2035, and the U.S. has allocated billions in recent legislation to 
restart dormant plants and fund next-generation technology.  

MICHAEL: 
That’s a compelling case—reliability and emissions seem to be the twin engines here. How’s the supply 
side holding up against this rising demand?  

HOWARD: 
It’s a classic mismatch, Michael—one that’s been brewing for years. The World Nuclear Association 
tracks this closely: annual global uranium consumption is around 180 million pounds, but production has 
lagged at about 130 million pounds for the past decade. After Fukushima, uranium prices plummeted to 
a low of $18 per pound in 2016—mines shut down, exploration budgets were slashed. Fast forward to 
today, and prices have climbed to $80 per pound, with analysts projecting further increases as demand 
outpaces supply.  

MICHAEL: 
That’s a significant gap—50 million pounds short annually sounds like a recipe for tighter markets. How 
does that play into the bigger picture?  

HOWARD: 
Energy security is the linchpin, Michael—it’s why this isn’t just a climate story but a sovereignty one. 
Look at Europe’s experience: heavy dependence on Russian gas left nations scrambling when supplies 
were weaponized in recent years. Nuclear offers a domestic solution—once the fuel’s secured, reactors 



can run for decades with minimal external input. The U.S. Department of Energy estimates that nuclear 
accounts for 20% of the nation’s electricity and over half of its carbon-free power. Countries are waking 
up to this—India’s expanding its nuclear fleet to reduce coal dependence; South Korea’s reversing earlier 
cuts.  

MICHAEL: 
That ties it together—climate, reliability, and independence. Are we seeing advancements that bolster 
this comeback?  

HOWARD: 
We are, and it’s a critical piece of the resurgence. Traditional reactors are still the backbone—large-scale 
plants that’ve been running since the ’70s and ’80s—but innovation is accelerating. Small modular 
reactors, or SMRs, are gaining traction—smaller, cheaper to build, and flexible enough to power remote 
regions or industrial hubs. There’s also research into safer fuel cycles—thorium-based systems that 
reduce waste—and recycling spent uranium to stretch supplies.  

MICHAEL: 
That’s a powerful evolution—smaller reactors, safer systems. How does this translate into opportunities 
over the next decade?  

HOWARD: 
It’s a long-term play with multiple angles, Michael. The uranium market itself is the core—sectors tied to 
mining and fuel production stand to benefit as prices rise and new projects come online. Beyond that, 
there’s the infrastructure side—engineering and construction firms specializing in nuclear facilities will 
see demand as plants are built or refurbished. And don’t overlook utilities—those expanding nuclear 
capacity may offer stable returns as electricity demand grows. This is a slow burn with a decade of 
upside.  

MICHAEL: 
That’s a solid outlook—reliable energy and reliable returns. For our listeners, if uranium and nuclear’s 
resurgence has you considering your next move—whether you’re diversifying or betting on the future—
call us at 561-300-0090 for a complimentary portfolio review.  

MICHAEL: 
Let’s shift gears and head to India, Howard. It’s being touted as the fastest-growing major economy—
clocking around 7% annual GDP growth. Is this sustainable, or are we looking at a flash in the pan?  

HOWARD: 
It’s not just sustainable, Michael—it’s a structural ascent with deep roots and a long runway. India’s 
economy is growing at 7% annually, outpacing China’s current 4% and the U.S.’s 2%. India’s got 1.4 billion 
people—more than one-sixth of humanity—and a demographic edge that’s powering this rise. The 
World Bank projects it could be the world’s third-largest economy by 2030, behind only the U.S. and 
China.  

MICHAEL: 
That’s a hefty population fueling the engine—over a billion consumers coming into their own. What’s 
driving this growth under the hood?  



HOWARD: 
It’s a trio of powerful forces, Michael—urbanization, digital transformation, and infrastructure ambition. 
India’s cities are swelling—50 million people move from rural areas to urban centers every year, 
according to the United Nations. Second, digital adoption: over 800 million Indians are online, surpassing 
the combined internet populations of the U.S. and Europe. Third, infrastructure: India’s committed $1.4 
trillion by 2025 to build highways, railways, ports, and airports.  

MICHAEL: 
That’s a massive overhaul—cities growing, tech spreading, and roads paving the way. It’s not just about 
cheap labor anymore, is it?  

HOWARD: 
Not at all—it’s about a young, skilled workforce that’s rewriting the narrative. India’s median age is 28, 
compared to 38 in the U.S. and 48 in Japan. This isn’t the low-wage assembly line of the ’90s; it’s a talent 
pool driving technology, financial services, and innovation. Meanwhile, a burgeoning middle class—
projected to hit 500 million by 2030—is boosting consumer spending on everything from smartphones 
to cars.  

MICHAEL: 
That youth advantage is striking—half a billion consumers by decade’s end. How’s that shaping its rise?  

HOWARD: 
It’s a critical tailwind, Michael. India’s positioned as a stable partner in a volatile world. The U.S. sees it as 
a counterweight in Asia—trade deals are stacking up, and foreign direct investment hit $50 billion last 
year, per India’s Commerce Ministry. “Friendshoring” is the buzzword—companies shifting supply chains 
from riskier regions to India’s steady ground.  

MICHAEL: 
So, it’s a safer bet with global appeal—reliable for trade, attractive for investment. Are they keeping pace 
with this economic surge?  

HOWARD: 
They’re heating up, Michael, but there’s still room to grow. India’s stock market has climbed 150% over 
the past decade, driven by rising domestic participation—over 100 million Indians now invest, up from 
20 million in 2015, according to the National Stock Exchange. Foreign capital’s pouring in too—$50 billion 
annually—yet valuations remain reasonable, with price-to-earnings ratios hovering around 20, below the 
U.S.’s 25. The Reserve Bank of India’s tightening monetary policy to curb inflation—rates are up to 
6.5%—but it’s stabilizing the rupee, which could appreciate over time.  

MICHAEL: 
That’s a lot of momentum—stocks up, cash flowing, and a currency with potential upside. How does this 
translate into a decade-long opportunity?  

HOWARD: 
It’s a diversified growth engine, Michael. The technology sector offers exposure to digital innovation—
think software, fintech, and IT services powering global businesses. Consumer goods tap into rising 
disposable incomes—demand for appliances, vehicles, and packaged foods is climbing. Infrastructure 



investments—construction, engineering, logistics—ride the $1.4 trillion wave. This isn’t a single-note 
play; it’s a symphony of opportunities over the next decade.  

MICHAEL: 
That’s a vivid picture—growth that’s both local and global. For our listeners, if India’s economic ascent 
has you thinking about your portfolio—whether you’re diversifying or chasing long-term gains—call us at 
561-300-0090 for a complimentary portfolio review. Let’s move to automation, Howard. What’s the 
substance behind this trend that makes it a decade-long play?  

HOWARD: 
It’s the quiet revolution beneath the surface, Michael—automation is about far more than flashy AI 
demos. It’s the systematic replacement of repetitive, manual tasks with machines, software, and 
integrated systems across industries. The World Economic Forum estimates that by 2030, automation 
could displace 85 million jobs globally while creating 97 million new ones, shifting the economic 
landscape. It’s driven by necessity—labor shortages, cost pressures, and supply chain demands—and it’s 
reshaping how businesses operate for the long haul.  

MICHAEL: 
That’s a big shift—displacing and creating jobs at scale. What’s pushing this acceleration right now?  

HOWARD: 
It’s a perfect storm of economic and practical forces, Michael. Labor shortages are acute—U.S. 
manufacturing alone has 500,000 unfilled jobs, according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, and trucking’s 
short 80,000 drivers. Then there’s the supply chain wake-up call from COVID: disruptions in 2020 and 
2021 exposed vulnerabilities—ports clogged, shelves empty—and businesses realized automation could 
keep goods moving. It’s about efficiency, resilience, and staying competitive.  

MICHAEL: 
Those are real pressures—fewer workers, higher costs, and a need for reliability. Where are we seeing 
automation take hold beyond the factory floor?  

HOWARD: 
It’s everywhere, Michael—spanning blue-collar and white-collar alike. In manufacturing, robotic arms 
handle welding, assembly, and packaging—global robot installations hit 517,000 units in 2021, per the 
International Federation of Robotics, up 31% from pre-pandemic levels. Logistics is a hotspot—
warehouses use automated guided vehicles to shuttle goods; ports deploy robotic cranes to unload ships 
faster. Beyond that, office work’s getting the treatment—software automates payroll, customer service 
chatbots field inquiries, and legal systems scan contracts in seconds.  

MICHAEL: 
That’s impressive—robots on the road, software in the cubicle. How’s technology evolving to make this 
possible?  

HOWARD: 
It’s a leap forward, Michael—automation tech is smarter and more adaptable than ever. Industrial 
robotics now integrates machine learning—systems that adjust on the fly, like a robot learning to handle 
irregular packages. Software’s the unsung hero—process automation tools handle repetitive data entry, 



reducing errors by 30%, per industry studies. And it’s getting cheaper—robotics costs have fallen 50% 
since 2010, while computing power doubles every two years.  

MICHAEL: 
That cost drop is key—making it accessible to more industries. Is this just a U.S. trend, or are we seeing it 
worldwide?  

HOWARD: 
It’s global, Michael—with regional flavors. Asia’s leading—China installed 243,000 robots in 2021, half 
the world’s total, to keep its manufacturing edge. Europe’s focused on precision—Germany’s auto sector 
uses automation to maintain quality, with 1,200 robots per 10,000 workers. In the U.S., it’s logistics and 
services—e-commerce growth pushed warehouse automation up 25% since 2020. The International 
Labour Organization says 60% of global jobs could see 30% of tasks automated by 2035.  

MICHAEL: 
That’s a universal push—efficiency crossing borders. How does this translate into a decade-long 
opportunity?  

HOWARD: 
It’s a multi-lane highway, Michael. The industrial automation sector—robotics, sensors, control 
systems—grows as factories and warehouses upgrade; forecasts peg it at a 9% annual growth rate 
through 2030. Logistics automation—drones, autonomous vehicles, warehouse tech—rides the e-
commerce wave, projected to hit $1 trillion globally by 2035. Supporting industries like semiconductors 
and data analytics fuel the tech backbone. This isn’t a bubble; it’s a structural shift—businesses that 
automate win, and investors who back them reap the rewards over a decade.  

MICHAEL: 
That’s a clear win—efficiency driving both life and wealth. For our listeners, if automation’s potential has 
you thinking about your portfolio—whether you’re planning for retirement or growth—call us at 561-
300-0090 for a complimentary portfolio review. Let’s wrap up our five with electrification, Howard. 
What’s driving this shift to make it a decade-defining force?  

HOWARD: 
It’s a seismic transformation, Michael—electrification is about powering a world that’s increasingly 
plugged in, far beyond just cars. The International Energy Agency projects global electricity demand will 
surge by 60% by 2040, driven by a convergence of new technologies and decarbonization goals. Now, it’s 
exploding—EVs, data centers for AI, 5G networks, and industrial shifts are rewriting the playbook. The 
grid’s a 20th-century relic facing 21st-century demands, and that mismatch is fueling a massive 
investment wave over the next decade.  

MICHAEL: 
That’s a steep climb—60% more power in two decades. What’s behind this sudden spike in demand?  

HOWARD: 
It’s a multi-headed beast, Michael. Electric vehicles are the obvious driver—sales hit 14 million globally 
in 2023, up from 3 million in 2020, per the IEA. AI’s a power hog—training a single model can consume 
as much electricity as 100 homes use in a year, and data centers are multiplying to handle it. Add in 
smart homes—thermostats, appliances—and industrial electrification—steel plants switching to electric 



furnaces—and you’ve got a demand tsunami. I spoke with a utility planner in Miami who said they’re 
scrambling to keep up; last summer’s heatwave nearly broke the grid.  

MICHAEL: 
That’s a lot of juice—EVs, AI, 5G, factories all pulling at once. How’s the supply side responding to this?  

HOWARD: 
It’s a race against time, Michael. Coal’s fading—down 20% in global power since 2010—but renewables 
like solar and wind can’t scale fast enough alone; they’re intermittent, and storage lags. Utilities are 
pouring billions into new capacity—global investment hit $600 billion in 2023, up 10% from the prior 
year. Battery storage is critical—capacity’s grown 50% annually since 2018, but it’s still just 1% of what’s 
needed by 2030.  

MICHAEL: 
A gap between need and capacity—that sounds like a pressure point. What about the resources 
powering this?  

HOWARD: 
Exactly—it’s a resource scramble, Michael. Lithium’s the battery king—demand’s up 300% since 2015, 
with prices tripling to $70,000 per ton in 2022 before settling. Copper’s the unsung hero—every EV 
needs 200 pounds, four times a gas car; data centers and grids guzzle it too. Rare earths for motors and 
turbines are another choke point—90% come from China, a geopolitical wildcard.  

MICHAEL: 
That’s a tight squeeze—lithium, copper, rare earths all stretched thin. How’s the world tackling this 
beyond our borders?  

HOWARD: 
It’s a global push with local twists, Michael. Europe’s all-in—renewable capacity’s up 40% since 2015, 
driven by EU mandates; Germany’s grid upgrades cost €50 billion through 2030. The U.S. lags in 
transmission—70% of lines are over 25 years old—but the 2021 Infrastructure Act’s pumping $65 billion 
into upgrades. Developing nations like India are electrifying villages—200 million gained access since 
2010—while Africa’s leapfrogging to solar microgrids.  

MICHAEL: 
That’s a planet-wide surge—clean power reshaping grids everywhere. How does this translate into a 
decade-long play?  

HOWARD: 
It’s a broad field, Michael, with steady growth baked in. Power generation—renewables, nuclear, and 
grid-scale storage—benefits as capacity expands; the sector’s projected to grow 8% annually through 
2035. Battery technology—storage solutions and recycling—rides the EV and grid wave, with investment 
doubling every two years. Raw materials—lithium, copper, rare earths—offer exposure to the supply 
crunch; mining and processing could see 10% yearly gains as demand outstrips supply.  

MICHAEL: 
That’s a charged-up future—powering life and wealth. For our listeners, if electrification’s potential has 
you eyeing your portfolio—whether for growth or stability—call us at 561-300-0090 for a complimentary 



portfolio review. That wraps up our 10 for 10 investment playbook, South Florida. If you missed Part 1 
last week—where we unpacked gold miners, Japan’s corporate transformation, oil and gas services, 
defense, and infrastructure—don’t worry. You can catch the full replay at www.silveredgefg.com. Today, 
we’ve added the final five: ageing demographics, uranium and nuclear energy’s resurgence, India’s 
economic ascent, automation’s quiet revolution, and electrification’s powering of tomorrow.  

HOWARD: 
And what a world it’s shaping up to be, Michael. The last decade was a walk in the park—markets 
climbed, interest rates stayed low, and you could almost set your portfolio on autopilot. The next 10 
years are a different beast—geopolitical tensions are simmering, supply chains are fragile, climate 
pressures are mounting. These 10 themes aren’t guesses pulled out of thin air—they’re grounded in 
data, trends, and decades of watching markets ebb and flow.  

MICHAEL: 
And that’s the critical point, Howard. The next decade won’t reward the wait-and-see crowd—it’s for 
those who move now, with a plan. If any of these ideas—ageing, nuclear, India, automation, 
electrification, or the first five from last week—have you thinking about your portfolio, don’t let it stop at 
curiosity. Call us at 561-300-0090 for a complimentary portfolio review.  

HOWARD: 
We mean it, folks—this isn’t a sales pitch; it’s an invitation. The world’s moving fast, and standing still 
isn’t an option. We’ll stress-test your current setup—look at your risk, your returns, your timeline—and 
craft a strategy that aligns with these decade-long currents. These 10 themes are your signals.  

MICHAEL: 
And we’re not leaving you hanging with just a phone number—reach out directly if you prefer. I’m at 
michael@silveredgefg.com, Howard’s at howard@silveredgefg.com—drop us a line with your questions, 
your thoughts, or to get a copy of new episodes sent straight to your inbox. Every episode, including 
today’s and last week’s, lives at www.silveredgefg.com—stream it, download it, share it with a friend 
who’s still betting on yesterday’s playbook. Thanks for joining us on Financial Edge 

[Compliance: The S&P 500 is a stock market index tracking the stock performance of 500 of the largest 
companies listed on stock exchanges in the United States. Indexes are unmanaged and cannot be 
invested in directly. Alternative investments may not be suitable for all investors and should be 
considered as an investment for the risk capital portion of the investor’s portfolio. The strategies 
employed in the management of alternative investments may accelerate the velocity of potential losses. 
There's no guarantee that a diversified portfolio will enhance overall returns or outperform a non-
diversified portfolio. Diversification does not protect against market risk.] 
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